
 
 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 11, 2018, 10:00 A.M. 

 
Willowbank Office Building 

420 Holmes Street, Room 146 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 CALL TO ORDER 

The public meeting of the Centre County Board of Commissioners was called to 
order at 10:00 AM on September 11, 2018 by Chair of the Board, Michael Pipe. 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Commissioner Pipe asked for a moment of silence to 
recognize the Americans lost seventeen years ago. 

In attendance were Commissioner Michael Pipe, Chair; Commissioner Mark Higgins; 
Commissioner Steven Dershem; Administrator, Margaret Gray; Solicitor, Elizabeth 
Dupuis; and Executive Assistant, Natalie Bird. 

County personnel present included Bob Jacobs, Tom Martin, Ann Marie Oldani, Lee 
Sheaffer, and Bryan Sampsel. 

Visitors present included Anthony Grace, Vern Squire, Jennifer Myers, Leslie Kistner, 
Keith Bierly, Margie Swoboda, Lisa Shaffer, Mary Watson, Vicki Fong, and Greg 
Farro. 

Representatives from the news media included Vincent Corso and Carol Terracina. 

CNET staff were present. 

 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 MEETING MINUTES 

On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dershem, the 
Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the Tuesday, September 4, 
2018 Board of Commissioners’ meeting. 

 CHECK RUN 

Commissioner Higgins reported the checks of the week were to Centre County 
Historic Society, Philipsburg Historical Foundation, and the Rowland Curtin 
Foundation. On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Dershem, the Board voted to approve the check run in the amount of $1,225,648.82 
dated September 7, 2018. 
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 PROCLAMATIONS 

A. Proclamation 27 of 2018 – Vern Squire introduced a new initiative that started as part 

of a County wide effort with economic development. Jennifer Myers explained that 

while speaking with companies, the Chamber learned that most issues surround the 

workforce. Vern stated that CentreREADY is a program that includes all the school 

districts within Centre County as well as CPI and South Hills. The program 

acknowledges those who have achieved soft skills, such as understanding 

supervision, working effectively as a team member, and showing up on time. Once a 

school has acknowledged that a student has achieved status they can apply for 

designation as CentreREADY. On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by 

Commissioner Dershem, the Board voted to proclaim September 12 as Centre 

Ready Day in Centre County. 

B. Proclamation 28 of 2018 –Keith Bierly joined the Board with other members of the 

Board of Directors. Keith announced that September 16 over 40 exhibitors will be at 

the Grange Fairgrounds to talk about the Constitution, the articles, preamble and 

amendments. The event offers free admission and parking. On a motion by 

Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dershem, proclaiming 

September 16 as Constitution Day Centre Celebration in Centre County. 

 Director of Emergency Management, Jeff Wharran provided an update on the flooding that 

has recently occurred in the County. Jeff reported that several streams approached record 

levels, as of midnight, they started to recede. Penns Valley, Philipsburg, Milesburg, and Bald 

Eagle Valley experienced some flooding. The Centre County Swift Water Rescue Task Force 

assisted some residents and animals get out. For tips and emergency preparedness guides, 

Jeff recommended visiting readypa.gov. 

 RESOLUTION 

Resolution 16 of 2018 – Bob Jacobs asked the Board to consider a new resolution 

amending Resolution 15 of 2018 supporting a grant application to the Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation on behalf of Highway Safety Network, Inc. to provide 

traffic safety education to the counties within the PennDOT District 2-0 service area. 

On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dershem, the 

Board voted to adopt Resolution 16 of 2018 – Dept. 151. 

Action: ADOPT Resolution 16 of 2018. 

 ORDINANCE 

Ordinance 4 of 2018 – A proposed ordinance increasing the indebtedness of Centre 
County, Pennsylvania, by the issue of a General Obligation Note in the amount of 
$6,500,000 for the Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract and Capital Projects; 
repealing Ordinance 3 of 2018. Betsy Dupuis reported that the Board previously 
adopted an ordinance that established a maximum amount of borrowing. Ordinance 
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4 includes the specific amount of borrowing, $6.5 million and a list of projects to be 
completed. Tom Martin added that the County would also open a sinking fund, a 
depositary fund that the County will put the payment amount in for the note. The 
projects to be completed include the guaranteed energy savings contract with 
McClure Company, Courthouse renovations, Sheriff’s Office roof repairs, and voting 
systems. On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Dershem, the Board voted to adopt Ordinance 4 of 2018 - Dept. 113. 

 ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Margaret Gray introduced a Class Action Law Suit regarding the ability to recover 

additional sums under the Federal Payment in Lieu of Taxes Act created in 1976. 

Across the Country, 28% of the land is Federally owned and 62% of the Counties 

receive payment in lieu of taxes. The lawsuit is to recover monies for three fiscal 

years, 2015, 2016, and 2017 where not all the money was distributed to the Counties. 

Margaret added that many Counties have decided to move forward. Betsy stated 

that there is no reason not to opt in, the County is not likely to pursue a claim itself 

because of the cost. Commissioner Dershem asked how much money Centre 

County would be owed. Margaret stated a couple thousand dollars per year. 

Commissioner Pipe asked what resources or obligations the County would have if 

they were to opt in. Betsy explained that it would require low effort, a quick online 

submission. Commissioner Pipe stated that if this requires low effort for the County 

he is in support of opting in. Commissioner Higgins was in support as well. 

Commissioner Dershem felt that we should not bother as we ask the government for 

grants and other opportunities. Commissioner Pipe stated that the Board has 

consensus to move forward and asked about the timeframe to opt in. Margaret 

reported a deadline of Friday, September 14. On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, 

seconded by Commissioner Dershem, the Board voted to add this item to the 

September 13 Boarod Commissioners Agenda for discussion. 

 CONTRACTS 

A. Capital Projects – Margaret presented the contract with John Spearly Construction, 

Inc. for the Courthouse Administration Suite Renovation Project awarded as a result 

of the IFB – Courthouse Administration Office Suite Renovation. Miller Electric was 

the only bidder on the electrical project and the County was unable to reach 

satisfactory terms. After consulting with the Solicitor, Weber Murphy Fox was 

directed to negotiate with John Spearly Construction to incorporate the electrical 

component within their contract. The base bid was $56,893 and Weber Murphy Fox 

recommends including Alternate 1, which provides additional safety and security 

features for $5,540 a total construction cost of $62,433. The electrical component is 

$7,200 which brings the contract total to $69,633 for the period of September 18, 

2018 through November 30, 2018. On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded 

by Commissioner Dershem, the Board voted to add the contract with John Spearly 

Construction, Inc. to next week’s Consent Agenda – Dept. 971. 
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B. Domestic Relations – Ann Marie Oldani presented a contract renewal with Widmer 

Time Recorder Company for the service of two time stamp machines. The contract 

total is $270, which is funded as follows: Federal $173.75 and County $96.25 for the 

period of August 26, 2018 through August 25, 2019. On a motion by Commissioner 

Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dershem, the Board voted to add the contract 

renewal with Widmer Time Recording Company to next week’s Consent Agenda - 

Dept. 281.  

C. Facilities Management – Lee Sheaffer presented a contract with Wizzards Janitorial 

Systems, Inc. to provide janitorial services for the Centre County Courthouse, 

Courthouse Annex/Temple Court, and Centre County Sheriff’s Office. The contract 

total is $134,805.45 for the period of October 1, 2018 through December 31, 2019 

with the right to extend the term for up to two (2) successive one (1) year periods. 

On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dershem, the 

Board voted to add the contract with Wizards Janitorial Systems, Inc. to next week’s 

Consent Agenda- Dept. 161. 

D. Records Management – Natalie Corman presented a contract renewal with O’Neil 

Software, Inc. for software to assist with managing records using barcode scanning 

and tracking. The contract total $1,999.10, for the period of October 12, 2018 to 

October 11, 2019. Commissioner Dershem asked that issues be reported to the 

Company and Commissioner Pipe recommended that they be documented as well. 

On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dershem, the 

Board voted to add the contract renewal with O’Neil Software to next week’s 

Consent Agenda – Dept. 143. 

E. Human Services – Natalie Corman presented the following items: 

i. MH/ID/EI – D&A 

1.  Contract Addendum with Crossroads Counseling, Inc. to allow for 

funds to provide additional services to drug and alcohol outpatient 

clients in the amount of $95,512, increasing the contract maximum 

from $142,488 to $238,000, which is funded as follows: State 

$155,205, Federal $71,586 and County $11,209 for the period of July 

1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 – Dept. 562. 

2. Contract renewal with Bowling Green Brandywine to provide non-

hospital inpatient rehabilitation services, which includes co-occurring 

and long term and non-hospital detoxification. The contract total is 

estimated at $5,000 which is State funded for the period of July 1, 

2018 through June 30, 2019 – Dept. 562. 

On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Dershem, the Board voted to add the contract addendum and contract 
renewal to next week’s Consent Agenda. 
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ii. Aging 

1. Contract with Centre County Council of Government – Centre 

Region Parks and Recreation for implementation operation of the 

Centre Region Active Adult Center. The contract total is $335,892 for 

the period of January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2021. The new 

agreement will be discussed at their September 24 budget meeting. 

Natalie thanked Margaret for her leadership and staff from the office 

of Aging and Council of Governments for their work to create this 

new agreement. Commissioner Dershem asked about the yearly 

escalator and the County’s ability to fund this contract. Natalie stated 

that there is a 2% yearly escalator and the contract states that the 

contract is dependent on State and Local funding. Margaret added 

that Natalie worked to negotiate co-branding of the Center as the 

County provides 1/3 of the funding  – Dept. 521. 

2. Retired Senior Volunteer Program submission of the Robert T. Ott 

Seed Grant application to the Centre County Council of Human 

Services. The grant proposal is to purchase up to 18 laptops to be 

used by VITA Program volunteers throughout the tax season and to 

provide tax and rent rebate services throughout the year. The project 

total is $3,000 for the period of December 1, 2018 through 

November 30, 2019 – Dept. 521.  

On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Dershem the Board voted to add the contract with Centre County 
Council of Government – Centre Region Parks and Recreation and the 
grant application to the Centre County Council of Human Services to 
next week’s Consent Agenda. 

iii. Adult Services – Contracts 1-9 are part of the Human Services Block Grant 

Plan and total $439,350 that is State funded and are all with local non-profits.  

1.  Contract renewal with Housing Transitions, Inc. to provide 

transitional housing service (Bridge Housing) that offers homeless 

and near-homeless Centre County individuals/families with supportive 

living arrangements and long-term case management services. The 

contract total is $59,924, which is State funded for the period of July 

1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 – Dept. 501. 

2. Contract renewal with Housing Transitions, Inc. to provide 

Homemaker Service planning case management, long term services 

to clients ages 18-59 who are accessing homemaker services via the 

County’s contracted providers. This program can also serve clients 

seeking long-term case management and resource navigation. The 
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contract total is $19,529, which is State funded for the period of July 

1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 – Dept. 501. 

3. Contract renewal with Centre Helps to provide information and 

referral services with the Community Help Line, 24 hours per day and 

seven days per week to all Centre County residents. The contract 

total is up to $70,000, which is State funded for the period of July 1, 

2018 through June 30, 2019 – Dept. 501. 

4. Contract renewal with Centre Helps for the Basic Needs Case 

Management Program. This program offers services to 

individuals/families who require assistance with basic needs concerns 

such as the lack of income and/or budgeting skills and meeting the 

costs of mortgage, rent, utilities, food, health care, medicines, and 

other basic commodities of living. The contract total is up to $23,390, 

which is State funded for the period of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 

2019 – Dept. 501. 

5. Contract renewal with Interfaith Human Services, Inc. to provide the 

Financial Care Program. This program serves clients that chronically 

utilize community resources and who are in need of long-term 

budgeting assistance and education. Centre County Government’s 

Office of Adult Services, Office of Aging, and Children and Youth 

Services are all partners in this contract. The contract total is up to 

$12,340, which is State funded for the period of July 1, 2018 through 

June 30, 2019 – Dept. 501. 

6. Contract renewal with Centre County Women’s Resource Center 

transitional housing service (Bridge Housing) that offers homeless 

and near-homeless Centre County individuals/families with supportive 

living arrangements and long-term case management services. The 

contract total is $73,545, which is State funded for the period of July 

1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 – Dept. 501. 

7. Contract renewal with Housing Transitions, Inc. to provide Housing 

Case Management. This program offers coordination of housing for 

residents who are seeking housing options due to homelessness or 

near-homelessness. Case management activities include: maintaining 

an affordable housing resource list, managing client caseloads, 

responding to housing crises, and working with clients on finding 

secure and affordable housing. The contract total is up to $61,059, 

which is State funded for the period of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 

2019 – Dept. 501. 
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8. Contract renewal with Centre County Youth Service Bureau to assist 

in the administration of the Rental and Mortgage Assistance Program; 

making rental and security deposit assistance available for eligible 

Centre County residents. Centre County Youth Service Bureau will 

distribute funds to landlords per check requests submitted by the 

Office of Adult Services. The contract total is up to $107,898, which is 

State funded for the period of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 – 

Dept. 501. 

9. Contract renewal with Centre Volunteers in Medicine to provide a 

Basic Needs Case Management Program on-site at the County’s free 

medical and dental clinic. This program offers services to 

individuals/families who require assistance with basic needs concerns, 

such as the lack of income and/or budgeting skills and meeting the 

costs of mortgage, rent, utilities, food, health care, medicines, and 

other basic commodities of living. The contract total is up to $11,665, 

which is State funded for the period of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 

2019 – Dept. 501. 

10. Contract with Central Pennsylvania Community Action to serve as the 

County’s Local Lead Agency for the State Food Purchase Program 

(SFPP) and The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP). The 

contract total is up to $88,146.39, which is State funded for the period 

of July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2019 – Dept. 

On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Dershem, the Board voted to add Adult Services items 1-10 to next week’s 
Consent Agenda. 

 CONSENT AGENDA 

On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dershem, the Board 

voted to approve this week’s Consent Agenda. 

A. Court Administration – Contract renewal with Stenograph for the writer protection 

plans, which also includes loaners, as needed by four (4) of the Court’s Court 

Reporters. The plan provides protection to the Court Reporter’s machine that are 

utilized during court proceedings. The contract total is $1,476 for the period of 

September 19, 2018 through September 18, 2019 – Dept. 271. 

B. Human Services 

i. MH/ID/EI – D&A 

1. Contract renewal with Centre County Youth Service Bureau to 

provide drug and alcohol services that include performance based 

prevention (information, dissemination, education, alternative 
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activities, and environmental). The contract total is $174,609, which is 

funded as follows: State $166,560 and County $8,049 for the period 

of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 – Dept. 562. 

2. Agreement with Allen Sign Language Services to services that include 

certified and Pennsylvania state registered interpretive services for 

people with provide intellectual disabilities. The contract total is 

$5,000, which is funded as follows: State $4,770 and County $230 for 

the period of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 – Dept. 561. 

C. Commissioners 

Resolution 14 of 2018 – Amending Resolution 9 of 2018 to authorize 
exemptions, deductions, abatements, and credits for real property, earned 
income tax, net profits mercantile, and business privilege taxes within a 
specific geographic area in Centre County designated as a proposed 
Keystone Opportunity Expansion Zone (“KOEZ”). The extension period is 
January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2028 for Lot #10B within the 
Moshannon Valley Regional Business Park – Dept. 111. 

 DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 RECOGNITION 

A Court of Honor was held on Sunday, September 9 for Timothy Walter Durachko of 
Boy Scout Troop 45 of Milesburg. Timothy has earned the rank of Eagle Scout. 

 C-NET REQUESTS 

 REPORTS - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Voter Registration Report 

Commissioner Dershem reported 108,197 registered voters in Centre County. The 

precinct of the week is #8 Milesburg Borough with 569 registered voters. In the May 

primary there were 133 ballots cast for a 23.37% voter turnout. 

B. Announcements 

 EXECUTIVE SESSION REPORT 

There were no executive sessions to report, however the Board will meet in executive session 

following this meeting. 

 PUBLIC MEETING SCHEDULE 

Tuesday, September 11, 2018 
BOC Meeting – 10:00 AM - Room 146WB 
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Thursday, September 13, 2018 
Prison Board of Inspectors – 8:00 AM - CCCF 
BOC/Salary Board Meeting – 10:00 AM - Room 146WB – AS NEEDED 
 

 BID / PROPOSAL SCHEDULE 

 
 ELECTION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 
Last day to REGISTER before the November election. 
 
Tuesday, October 30, 2018 
Last day apply for a civilian absentee ballot. 
 
Friday, November 2, 2018 
Last day for County Board of Elections to receive voted civilian absentee ballots. 
 
Tuesday, November 6, 2018 
GENERAL ELECTION 
 

 QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS 

 On a motion by Commissioner Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dershem, the Board 
went into executive session at 11:08 AM. Executive session as adjourned at 11:24 AM 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

Margaret N. Gray 

Administrator 

 


